This book covers the phenomenon of animal communication from mechanisms to the evolution of signals. There are seven chapters, each covering a different aspect of communication. In the first, the authors discuss how we define communication. However, they do not detail the theoretical problems in defining communication, but rather different aspects of studying it. They give a number of examples of communication through different sensory modalities (vision, acoustics, etc.) , the methods used in the study of animal communication and problems encountered in sending signals through different environments. Their examples are very different from those found in the majority of textbooks, which makes it an interesting read. However, I would like to have seen more discussion of the number and the usefulness of definitions of communication used by researchers.
In the second chapter the authors discuss whether signalling is intentional. However, I would say the chapter is not about this aspect of communication. The authors discuss the effect of receivers upon signals, in terms of an audience effect, deception of receivers and alarm calls and take this as evidence that animals do not signal in an uncontrolled manner but respond intentionally to the environment. However, they do not discuss the major theoretical problem, the difference between a 'cue' and a signal. The chapter then details the role of emotions and cognition in signals, and ends with a discussion about animals that can learn human language. In essence the chapter discusses whether animals have minds rather than the intentionality of signalling.
The next two chapters are about communication in birds and mammals. The examples given concern species that are not well known or usually discussed, which makes it very interesting. The chapters are a nice summary of general bird and mammal communication that is mostly descriptive. The role of learning in bird and mammal communication is left to chapter 5, which is a good brief summary of the general principles of learning to communicate. However, most of the bird work reported is somewhat old. Chapter 6 is concerned with the evolution of communication, the role of displacement behaviours and intention movements, and ritualization. There is an extremely brief discussion of the role of the handicap principle, which is odd given that it has a major role in the evolution of signals. The last part of the chapter discusses the role of sensory systems in the evolution of signals. This is full of interesting examples again, such as the platyrrhine monkeys where males are dichromates and females trichromates.
In the final chapter, different types of human-animal contacts are discussed, including the mythology and history of this interaction. It is nice to see such a chapter included in a book on animal communication and brings out the authors' love and fascination with animals. I am not sure at what level the book is aimed; it is too simple for undergraduate courses, so perhaps would be used as a school textbook, or an introduction to the subject for nonscientists. As an undergraduate text, there are many shortcomings, for example, the theory behind the evolution of communication is explained very simplistically. However, the examples used to illustrate points are unusual and interesting and give insight into a number of little-known species. On this basis, I think this book would interest people in the area of animal communication. There has been a quantum shift in academia over the last generation. Today's upwardly mobile young scientist conducts research with, amongst other things, impact factors and journal half-lives in mind. Much of the change that has resulted in this breed has been good. But there have been casualties. I doubt whether today's cohort of academics contains individuals that have the time to sustain a career and accumulate and synthesize the vast amount of information needed to produce a natural history monograph like Philip Corbet's Dragonflies: Behaviour and Ecology of Odonata. It took him the better part of 20 years to produce this work (frankly, I am astonished that it did not take longer) and I doubt whether I will see another monograph of this stature in my lifetime. Quite simply, this book is the sum of published knowledge on the behaviour and ecology of this archaic insect order. I do not want to sound like a bar-bore, but this book is testament to the way biology used to be done. The difference between then and now? Corbet has simply (of course, its far from simple) taken the time and made the effort to understand everything he writes about (a virtue that sadly seems to be on the decline in recent years). Corbet is an outstanding entomologist and biologist and is a figurehead for odonatologists around the world. From the moment you open Dragonflies this becomes apparent. Corbet uses and, usefully, defines strictly correct entomological language throughout but balances this by giving us occasional glimpses of his personality in the writing, which consequently never gets stiff. If I am honest this sometimes annoyed me when, for example, the odd haiku was used for aesthetic effect. Whilst I am being critical, and on a less personal note, I should also 
